EDITORIAL                                      No. 98   January & February 2012
After publishing the list of ‘waiting’ advertisers in the last issue, many of them have found their way into this one, because others haven’t renewed. Please keep an eye out for them and utilise them whenever you can – they do help towards the cost of these magazines.  There’s a new telephone number inside the back cover, relating to street lights, which is allegedly available 24/7
WILLAND ROVERS 

Our Youth section is thriving this season. With two teams operating in under-13 football and playing in two different Leagues, it means lots of matches – home and away.  For those unaware, the Youth Section has a pitch behind the Willand Village Hall although, thanks to the very kind permission of the Rovers grounds-man, the home games each Sunday are played on the hallowed Silver Street turf!
Recently the Youth Section was thrilled to be granted financial support from the Adam Stansfield Foundation, to enable the purchase of eight portable lighting units, which means  regular dark evening coaching sessions can begin on the Youth Team pitch, hopefully starting in December and running weekly on Wednesday nights.  Youngsters who are currently in school years 7 or 8 and would like to attend the sessions, then please feel free to do so. There is a small charge for each session, as they are run by fully qualified coaching staff.
Last Sunday (December 11) was the Rovers annual SANTARUN, so if you wondered what 50 plus Santa’s were doing running round the village, it was raising funds for the Football Club and also for the Willand Pre-School group!

There’s much more on all things Willand Rovers Football Club from the youth section, through to the senior sides on the very popular website www.willandrovers.co.uk.                                                   Stephen Birley
When children leave home, the silence is deafening.
A QUOTE
“Welcome to what is, sadly, one of the most unusual GP’s surgeries in the country. Sadly, because Culm Valley is probably close to providing the kind of care that the rest of us can only dream of – at least for the moment. If you feel that medicine has lost its personal touch and you wish your doctor would spend more time attending to you rather than checking that damn computer screen, you’ll be in heaven” 

        From a six-page article in the November edition of Reader’s Digest.

But not all is sweetness and light……….
LETTER TO THE ED. -  USE IT OR LOSE IT - A PARISH RESOURCE
Monday, 21st November 2011 saw quite heavy rain and I had an urgent need to go to the Willand Surgery to get a repeat prescription. Because of the rain, I decided to drive and when I got there, an elderly lady was outside the Surgery, under an umbrella but very wet.  I went to read the notice in the window, which she had just read. ‘Apologies’ it said, ‘Surgery closed Monday and Thursday’.  I went to Willand Pharmacy and handed in my repeat prescription form – our helpful Pharmacist would sort it for me.  We had a chat and it transpires that not only was the surgery shut for those two days - there would be no doctor present on the Tuesday either.  One doctor for the week instead of four and two nurse days instead of four?

Having been one of a large number of people who attended an open meeting a long time ago in the Village Hall on the future of the Surgery and taken our Doctors’ (David Jenner, Michael Dixon and Andrew Smith) at their word that there was no intention to close it, the mind started to wander. I rang the Culm Valley Integrated Centre for Health and asked to speak to the Practice Manager, after listening to the compulsory message which costs me money each time I ring. The gentleman was busy but after a little negotiation he would ring me back.
Later the same day, a very polite gentleman by the name of Mr Andrew Stennett rang me, Strategic Manager not Practice Manager as I had asked for. I told him the details of my official complaint and he explained the difficulties with funding and when there were shortages, they had to concentrate on the main centre at Cullompton.  I did ask that if there were shortages and there was a difficulty in servicing Willand, why had they taken on Sampford Peverell?  Another Parish and another story but basically they get paid by the NHS for running a Branch Surgery but not funding for replacement doctors!
In June 2011, I understand, our Parish Council responded to concerns and wrote to Mr Stennett and he responded with the same explanation I was given, where he further stated that it was expected to provide at least two GP Surgeries per week.  But we were having four and that was what we were led to believe would be the case at the public meeting.  There are a number of weeks now when there are not even two GP Surgeries.
No surgery at Willand leads to little trade for the Pharmacy, as people have a habit of having to go to Cullompton to see the Doctor, then pick up the prescription there. If that continues, how long before we lose our Pharmacy, which some fought so hard to get? I pointed this out to Mr Stennett and then we got into a discussion about GP’s dispensing, Tesco and Boots – too complicated to get into here - BUT it makes one wonder if there is a hidden agenda.
The bottom line is that if we do not use these facilities, we will lose them, so please, when the surgery is closed complain and then bend your doctors’ ear about it the next time you see him. If you get forced into going to Cullompton, bring your prescription back to Willand, otherwise I can see the statistics now, showing not enough patients are using Willand, so it should be closed and everyone should travel to Cullompton.  The fact that patient numbers have dropped because the place was shut most of the time will not show in the figures. What is it they say – Lies, Damned Lies and Statistics?
                                                                               A Concerned Resident

I sent this letter to Andrew Stennett – his reply is printed below: Ed
Afternoon Brian, our response is as follows: 

“We try as far as we are able to avoid limiting services from our branches but unfortunately the circumstances of this particular week were truly exceptional and for this we sincerely apologise.

 

Over the summer period we provided close to 3 doctor sessions per week, despite the seasonal pressures of holidays, and we have recently expanded the partnership to help with the clinical workload. This is already making a positive impact and will assist in the provision of services across all our sites.”

Thanks again.  Regards,  Andrew
(Close to 3 means 2 point something, not 4, so I’m sure the Parish Council will be keeping a check on things. Ed)
THE CHRISTMAS TREE 

At this time of the year we look forward to seeing the traditional Christmas tree, also known as Yule tree, which is a decorated evergreen coniferous tree, real or artificial.  The tradition started in Livonia, present day Estonia and Latvia, and in Germany in the 16th century.  Often an angel or a star is placed at the top, representing the host of Angels praising God for the birth of Jesus our Saviour, or the Star of Bethlehem from The Nativity, guiding the Wise Men to the place where Jesus lay.  Some traditions credit St Boniface with the invention of the Christmas tree.

 

In Britain the Christmas tree was introduced in the time of personal union with Hanover, by George lll's wife Queen Charlotte of Mecklenburg-Strelitz, in the early 19th century.  Queen Victoria mentions a decorated tree in her journals, and by 1841after her marriage to Prince Albert, the custom became widespread throughout Britain.

 

In some cases, trees represent special commemorative gifts, such as in Trafalgar Square in London, where the  City of Oslo in Norway presents a tree to the people of London as a token of appreciation for the British support of Norwegian resistance during the Second World War.  Whether you have a tree at home or not, you can enjoy the wonderful sight of decorated trees in gardens, villages, towns and city centres.

 

Take time this Christmas for a walk round the village, especially along Jaycroft, or the Woodland Trust Wood at Meadow Park, and notice the different trees, many without their leaves, and other evergreens.  They provide a home for wildlife, especially birds, squirrels and owls.

 

We are hoping to plant a suitable tree in the centre of Willand, to commemorate our Queen's Diamond Jubilee.  If you have any suggestions as to what type of tree you think appropriate, do please let me know.   Wishing you all a very Happy and Blessed Christmas. 

                             David Ritchie  Volunteer Tree Warden  Tel: 822977   
Every victory contains a measure of defeat.
WILLAND GARDEN CLUB
As we near the end of the year, we can look back on a very successful one for the Garden Club. We have welcomed a number of new members, had some excellent speakers at our meetings, organised coffee mornings and a plant sale and celebrated a successful Flower Show. We have enjoyed a visit to the Lost Gardens of Heligan and a meal at the Halfway House. 

In October, we were the hosts for the Pottinger Cup Quiz, an annual gardening quiz involving clubs from Willand, Sampford Peverell, Burlescome/ Westleigh  & Hemyock. This year, we came first, after a not so good result in 2010.

In November, we had an interesting talk about the canals in the South West. Many of our members were amazed there had been so many in this area, many of them built to connect mines and quarries to the Bristol or English channels. At our AGM in December we will exchange secret presents, have a quiz,  eat mince pies and drink glasses of wine. An excellent way to end the year! 

The Club now has a break until our first meeting of 2012 on March 14th.  For further details about the Garden Club, please email me at candrallan@talktalk.net or phone me on 01884 33828. If you would like me to call you back, just leave a short message on my answerphone. 

                                                        Carol Allan,  Garden Club Secretary
ARE YOU PUTTING YOUR GARDEN TO BED FOR THE WINTER?

Bring your garden waste to us.  Composting is environmentally friendly way to make use of your green waste. Please don’t burn your garden waste and risk upsetting your neighbours.  Bring it to the Willand Community Composting Scheme (WCCS), in Jaycroft, off Willand Moor Road. The WCCS works by turning our green waste into great material for our gardens, and reducing the amount of waste going to landfill. 

People tell us they thought we were part of a Government department. Nothing could be further from the truth. The WCCS was set up about eleven years ago by a happy group of volunteers, people who live in the community. We are always looking for extra pairs of hands so if you would you like to get involved by offering as little as two hours every month (week days or Sundays) please call Tony Mander on 821174.
Also, something else you may not know, the money raised by the ‘sales’ of compost is ploughed back into the local community.  We have made donations to help the Village Hall kitchen refurbishment, Willand Rovers youth football team, Willand Youth club, the Church hall refurbishment, Help for Heroes, Willand School and Willand Pre-school, the British Legion, and even towards Willands Christmas lights.  There are also other requests for donations currently being considered.   

I’ve put together what I hope are some useful questions and answers for you.

Q. What sort of waste does the facility accept?

A. You can bring grass cuttings, clippings and prunings from hedges, shrubs, soft plants and very small branches (less than 2" diameter).  Worth mentioning as it’s the last edition before Christmas that we do take real Christmas trees that are less than 2" diameter.

Q. What happens to the waste on site?

A. The waste is segregated, then shredded, composted, sieved and finally bagged. The whole process takes about 6 months.

Q. You mentioned sieving the waste, how does that work?

A. The sieving process takes at least six volunteers.  A cylindrical metal sieve is turned by hand, and other volunteers shovel the waste into it.  Fine materials fall through the sieve and onto the ground where more volunteers shovel it into 25 kilo bags.  And ‘hey presto’ – sieved compost!

Q. How often do you sieve waste on site?

A. About ten times a year.

Q. So what happens when people just dump wastes like bricks and stones on the site?

A. They can cause havoc and cost the project a lot of money.  Bricks and stones damage the hammers on the shredder (each hammer costs £10), and can seriously delay the whole process.                    Kevan Davies (Secretary)
FROM YOUR PARISH COUNCIL
The Queen’s Diamond Jubilee

A meeting was held on November 29th and a committee was formed to turn the many fantastic ideas about the Diamond Jubilee into reality.  It was agreed that Saturday June 2nd would be a community day in the village with a full programme.  For those planning local events such as street parties, we suggest that they are held on the Sunday June 3rd  or on the Bank Holiday days.  The group will be happy to advise and work with anyone wishing to set up local events.  The next meeting will be on Thursday 15th December at 7:30 in the Village Hall Annexe  and the plan is to develop the full programme for the Saturday.  If you are free, please come along and bring your ideas.  We will provide information through the magazine, web site and notice boards.

Affordable Housing Needs Survey

You will recall that some time ago you completed a survey and we have just had the provisional report which indicates that the overall need for affordable housing is very low.  This is what we expected to see.  We will study the report in some detail and then publish a summary of the results.  Thank you for taking part- in the light of the results, it is helpful that Mid Devon Planning refused an application by Mid Devon to build high density council houses in Fir Close!

Parish Plan

We have started work on the Parish Plan, concentrating on the Law and Order section.  Having held a public meeting, a number of issues were identified which were of concern to those present.  We then sent out survey forms to the village to ask for your views but we are having great difficulty collecting the forms.  The “do not knock on my door without an appointment” signs are working against us.  It seems that we will end up building a plan based on the concerns of just a few people which really does not represent the whole village.

Street Lighting

We recently asked for the light outside the Post Office to be left on all night following some suspected incidents.  The response from Devon County was “having the lights on attracts people to the Post Office and crime is lower now that the lights are turned off overnight”.  What do you think?  We have sorted this problem and the light is now on.

Emergency Plan

We are now finalising our emergency plan and will publish it in the near future.  This plan will be available to MDDC and DCC and also to the emergency services.  We don’t want any emergencies but is good to be prepared.  

Road surfacing – Meadow Park

The road surface in and around Meadow Park and surrounding areas has now been re-laid.  It has been a long time coming and the Parish Council has worked with our County Councillor to keep the pressure up and make sure that this road was on the priority list.  The day after the surface was laid in Tamar’s Drive, we were notified that South West Water would be carrying out works in the road.  Fortunately they were persuaded to carry out their work without digging up the road surface!  You couldn’t make it up!

The Gables

Devon County Council are trying to sell the Gables to the highest bidder.  If this happens, the building will be demolished and yet more houses will be built in the village, without adding community facilities.  This has been happening for over 20 years and the village has grown to three times its size.  We desperately need more community facilities and have asked DCC to allocate some of the land to allow us to build them.  Their answer is as expected.  If you feel strongly about having our own Community facilities instead of having to travel to Cullompton, Uffculme, etc to use theirs, why not write to or email our County Councillor, Ray Radford.  If enough people ask we may get a result.  We are also on Facebook – The Gables – building on the heritage - and will be consulting further in the village.

Can I take this opportunity on behalf of the Parish Council to wish you all a happy Christmas and a prosperous new year                              Ray Ursell
The past is better in retrospect.

WILLAND OVER 60’S

Christmas is almost with us again and by the time this Magazine is delivered to you, we will have had our Christmas meeting in which we have our carol service with some members participating by reading special bible passages, interspersed with carols.  This will be followed by a delicious tea consisting of various sandwiches, sausage rolls, chocolate éclairs and fruit cakes, etc. I would like to thank all those members who have helped to make these goodies, as it is a great help to the committee.  This year, the chairman and I have found it rather tiring in travelling to Exeter about eight times, by bus, to obtain draw prizes to keep up the tradition of the Club of giving all members the chance to leave with a Christmas gift.
This year we decided to stay nearer to home for our Christmas lunch, so we visited the Willand restaurant. After some changes, the menu looked very appetising and we all enjoyed ourselves, as usual.
Over the past months, we have had some very good speakers at our meetings, with subjects such as animals, ‘Tall Ship’ adventures, nursing in Broadmoor, experiences in B & B, Bingo, shrubs and the Tivvy canal. We have also introduced a quiz into our meetings.  We have enjoyed six outings, the venues for which were all members suggestions and our five Coffee Mornings have all been well attended. We have lost a few members – for various reasons – and there would be a warm welcome for any new people who join us.
May I, on behalf of all our membership, wish everyone a Very Happy Christmas and a Healthy New Year.          Margaret Atherton, Secretary   

The best thing about a bicycle is that it always starts in the morning.

HOSPISCARE OPEN GARDEN PROGRAMME 2012
Our open garden programme continues to prove ever popular and highly regarded and in 2012, it will be our 7th annual programme. Last year the gardens raised a staggering £20,000 and this money will help Hospiscare provide our vital service to patients and their families all over Devon. We are now looking for new locations for our 2012 programme, so if you would like to support Hospiscare by opening your garden and help us raise much needed funds, then please contact Tracey Skinner for further information on 01392 688063 or t.skinner@hospiscare.co.uk
 

The Hospiscare events team are also getting ready to launch our first ever Men’s Walk and we were hoping some of your residents may wish to take part. Registration opens in January and we would love to bring this exciting new event to the attention of as many local men as possible. Saturday, March 17th is the date, starting at 1.00pm. The Perfect Day Out for the boys! Enjoy a 10k walk around Exeter, starting and finishing at the home of the Exeter Chiefs, Sandy Park. Then, on your return, enjoy a pasty and a pint on us and watch the 6 Nations England v’s Ireland match live on big screens in the luxury of the Exeter Suite. This is a sponsored walk in aid of your local Hospice – please visit www.menswalk.co.uk or call Hospiscare on 01392 688052 for more information.  Thank you so much for your help, should you have any queries please do not hesitate to contact us.    Susie Healey, Fundraising Secretary
Some people notice more than others ignore.
CULM VALLEY METHODIST CHURCH
Everyone is invited to a Carols by Candlelight service at 4pm on December 18th.  A chance to sing favourite carols without it being too late.   There's bound to be mince pies afterwards!
Covenant Service.  There is a service that is peculiarly Methodist, though
 many other churches are now taking up the idea. Once a year, we hold a service during which we remake our covenant with God and each other. Simply we promise to live more for others and God than for ourselves. The prayer which is now used in many places begins: 

"I am no longer my own but yours,

Put me to what you will

Rank me with whom you will...."

This is a good prayer for any group of people trying to work together, not my will but yours helps us all to get along better.  We will be holding our Covenant service on 8th January at 10.30am.  Anyone is welcome, whether or not you feel like making such a promise.

Don't forget our coffee mornings which are on the first Thursday of the month (the home made cakes usually go quickly), at 10am.                Paul Booth

A man of the people is one of the boys.

ST MARY’S CHURCH
The journey of the ‘wise men’ to see Jesus is usually associated with Christmas Day.  However it does seem that these visitors from the East arrived sometime after Jesus was born. Matthew, in his gospel, speaks of Jesus as being a child rather than a baby and of him being in a house as opposed to a manger when they saw him.

We know little about the ‘wise men’, whom the church specifically remembers on the 6 January – Epiphany. Matthew calls them ‘Magi’, and that was the name of an ancient caste of a priestly kind from Persia. It wasn’t until the third century that they were called kings - by a church father, Tertullian. Another church father, Origin, assumed there were three of them, to correspond with the gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh.  What we do know for certain is that they made a long and determined journey to find, see and worship Jesus. They were on a voyage of personal discovery and knew its purpose. 

Here is a story, a modern day parable if you like, that I recently came across. “At the start of the New Year a man was going on a journey to a distant country. He spent hours looking at maps, wanting the most scenic route. Should he go by plane, train or car?  He spent days looking into the comfort of the seats provided, the leg-room, the restaurants he would be able to use, the entertainment on offer, and especially important to him, would the other passengers be good enough company? 

In every way the man made sure that his journey would be perfect: a scenic route by good transport in total luxury, with great entertainment, superb food, accompanied by people he was happy to be seen with. The trip itself would take two weeks at most – even by car. It was a one-way journey: the man would spend the rest of his life in the distant country. Yet in all his preparations, the man concentrated solely on the trip itself, rather than the destination. What about Passport Control in the distant country? Would he be allowed in without a visa? Would he be suitable for life there?”  The apostle Paul, in a letter to the church at Philippi, summed up the purpose and goal of his life in these few words, ‘For me, to live is Christ and to die is gain.’

I do hope you travel well in in 2012, but above all I pray that you will know the object of your journey and where you are going. For information on services and activities at St Mary’s Church, to which you are always welcome, do look at our web site www.stmaryswilland.org.uk  Revd Rob Wilkinson
The Magi were certainly men; they followed the star

 rather than stopping to ask.

WILLAND VILLAGE HALL
We have had a few complaints recently about rooms being left untidy. Hirers please note that rooms should all be left in a clean and tidy condition and that they should also be vacated at the end of the booked time so, if you book a room from 10.00 -12.00, the room needs to be cleaned and vacated by 12.00. Staying on beyond the booked time can cause problems for following bookings. The caretaker is not employed to clean and put away tables and chairs or to sweep messy floors after a booking, so please help to keep the rooms tidy for other users. Preparation time on bookings is only available if there are no other bookings immediately beforehand. 

The flat roof has been replaced with a new thermally insulated one, which we hope will save us some money on heating bills. A sincere ‘Thank you’ to Uffculme Environmental and Devon County Council for grants towards this work. We have also had some lighting replaced.  

Our fundraising events are going well, with monthly bingo evenings bringing in a regular income. We hope that the Christmas Bingo on 13th December and the Christmas Fair on 10th December, organised by Mrs Dennis, will also bring in some much needed funds. 

Our Secretary, Hazel Newman, would like to retire at the AGM in May. If anyone is interested in the position, please contact Hazel or me for more details. Hazel has indicated that she would be willing to work alongside a new secretary for a few months to give him / her a chance to learn the ropes.

If you would like to make a booking or obtain more information about the hall, please contact Hazel or me. You can also print off a booking form online – just Google Willand Village Hall or visit Willand Matters website. Carol Allan 
Early to bed and early to rise is not for the wealthy just for the wise

ANOTHER LETTER TO THE ED
WILLAND VILLAGE HALL COMMITTEE Reg Charity No 301015

To Willand Organisations and Residents.                                          15/12/2011
The Willand Village Hall continues to attract a large number of bookings from a wide cross section of the community, including many regular clubs, private functions, dances, bingo’s, coffee mornings, etc., yet the organising committee struggles to achieve the necessary attendance at meetings as many elected members simply fail to turn up.

The Village Hall is a registered Charity, and has a constitution that determines the way its affairs are run. The constitution states that the committee shall be made up of 18 members, 5 elected from ordinary people in the community, and 13 from those clubs and organisations that regularly use the village hall. These include the church, parish council, short mat bowls club, school and pre-school and these organisations are actually mentioned by name in the constitution.

It is fair to say that this simply isn’t happening and hasn’t done for some time. The attendance at committee meetings is usually five or six and the three officers of chairman, treasurer and secretary, who between them have served in excess of 38 years, are all looking to pass the responsibilities on to the next generation.

We are discussing ways to encourage individuals and the regular clubs to come forward and help determine the future of the village hall. The biggest disappointment is that we have lost dialogue with our regular users, what facilities they require and would like to see improved. These committee meetings should be a focal point to make sure we provide the necessary facilities that best reflect the needs of the community.

Clubs and organisations - Please take a new look at your obligation to nominate a trustee to the committee, and to attend meetings whenever possible. The present situation is not sustainable. Individuals – Please consider joining the committee as a public member. For more details about meetings please contact Mrs Allan – Tel: 33828.              Willand Village Hall Committee.

Icicles and tricycles are Christmas treats.

WILLAND YOUTH CLUB 

We would like to welcome Katie, our new Street Dance teacher. She is very enthusiastic and the classes are proving very popular. There are two Street Dance Classes on a Monday, the first from 5.15 pm to 6.15 pm for our 5 to 10 year old age group and the second session is during the Monday youth club group. The street dance classes run during term time and there are a few spaces left but if you are interested in taking part, can you please contact the club first, as places are limited. No experience is required to take part in a class - you are just required to bring some enthusiasm and a have-a-go attitude!
The Thursday group now have two team co-ordinators - Jackie & Ben - who are exploring different team activity for our young people to try. The Thursday group is now open to everyone from year 8 and over. We are able to bring these activities to the young people by receiving a grant from Awards for All. The funding should support these activities for 12 months and if they prove to remain popular, we will investigate finding more funding to help them continue.
We are finding ourselves a bit short of volunteers with the Wednesday group, If you can spare some time please get in touch and let us know. The last session for the Club is on 19th December and we restart again on Jan 5th.  

                                                                                           Frances Wilcox
Some people say nothing, better than others say anything.
NEWS from COLDHARBOUR MILL
Opening days & times:  apart from special weekend events, the Mill buildings & the Mill Shop are currently open to visitors on Monday to Friday 10am-4pm, but closed over Christmas - except for the New Year Steam-Up! (see below) - & will reopen on Monday 9th January. For more information, visit the Mill's website: www.coldharbourmill.org.uk  or phone 01884 840960.
The Gill Box Restaurant  is open 7 days a week 10am-5pm. Phone free on 0800 389 3859 (or call the restaurant direct on 01884 840066) for information.  Senior Citizens lunches at special rates are available on Mon, Wed & Fri. Private bookings Mon-Wed for groups of 25 or more also available.
Hand-weaving courses: learn a new skill in the new year! The spring term 10 week courses start on 19th & 20th January. Contact Louise now for more information &/or to book a place - email: loucottey@googlemail.com  or phone: 01460 259271 or 07527 248178.

Sat. 31st December & Sun. 1st  January 2012: NEW YEAR STEAM UP!  
10.30am-4pm each day, with engines in steam from 11am. Mill tours,
restaurant, picnic areas, shop - a  great family day out ! For more information about the Mill's steam engines, or to volunteer to join the Steam Group, phone the Mill office on 01884 840960 or visit the  Steam Group website:  www.coldharboursteam.org.uk  

Wednesday 25th January: Friends of the Mill WINTER QUIZ with Peter Walter at Uffculme Village Hall, 7.30pm prompt start. Phone 01884 840359 by Wed 18th Jan to book in your team of 4, or if you haven't got a full team, come early (doors open 7pm) and we will arrange teams. Admission £6 per person – includes buffet supper; no license so please bring your own soft or alcoholic drinks. Ample parking at Magelake, about 5 mins walk from Village Hall.  All welcome!   

Friday 24th  February:  Tales I've  Been Told - local actor and storyteller David Heathfield returns to entertain us with his fascinating stories. 7 for 7.30pm in the Old Stables at the Mill.  Admission £6, includes buffet supper (wine & soft drinks available).   All welcome.  Park in Mill Yard.
THANK YOU to everyone who supported our events at the Mill. We wish you all a very Happy New Year, and hope to see you again in 2012 Susan Wasfi
It’s a long road but if it were any shorter 
it wouldn’t take you all the way.
LOCAL AUTHOR
A local pensioner, Joan Green, has devoted the last six years to writing a history book, An Easy Guide To British History.  The theme of the book is, How We Became A Nation, where we came from (our genetic line) and what has happened since those early settlers to make us what we are today.

    It is written very simply for people who watch TV programmes, or buy novels with historical themes.  It is a reference book to help you enjoy your other books or programmes better and answer any question you might have about what came before, or what came after.  It looks at why as well as what things happened.

    It is organized under the reigns of kings, but is about ordinary people, their lives, their homes, their clothes, their beliefs. It doesn't require hours and hours devoted to ploughing through it either.  Each section is divided under headings so that the reader can open a page at random and read a section for a few minutes if they want to and still get something out of it.

    From time to time there is a Pause For Thought section in which readers are invited to reflect on the consequences of what happened years ago.  How did feudalism, or the reformation, or the civil wars, or the industrial revolution make us what we are today?

   The book sells for £10, plus postage of about £2.50 if necessary.  It would make an excellent Christmas present and has sold very well with the Friends of Coldharbour Mill in Uffculme, the Kentisbeare choir, Voiceworx, and the local doctors' surgery.  Joan is a former tutor at the Open University with a B.A. and M.Soc.Sc. Please email her at joan.bridgetaylor@btinternet.com or phone 01884 820065 for a copy.

Always remember you are unique – just like everyone else.

CAMEO

We are sorry that Jean Vickery has decided to ‘retire’ from CAMEO. Jean had been with the Women’s Institute since the 1950’s and then became a very active CAMEO member when we ‘changed’.  She loved taking part in all the W.I. drama events here in Willand and also in Exeter. Now in her ninetieth year, Jean is going to sit back and put her feet up and we all wish her well.
We have had many visitors and several new members this last couple of months. We’ve received a letter of thanks from the Alzheimer’s Society for our £500.00 donation, money raised from our Coffee Morning, and we would like to thank everyone who came along and supported us. Kay was presented with the Margaret Bernie Rose Bowl for winning the Flower of the month competitions this year, Wyn won the Kit Davis Cup for her skittling skills and Gloria got the wooden spoon.
The Walking Group have enjoyed the autumn weather and had a walk along the old Tiverton railway line, another from Tiverton to Bickleigh and also to Culmstock Beacon. Their final two walks planned for this year are to Exmouth and Bampton.

The Singles group celebrated their tenth anniversary with a tea party and the new Book Club have been reading and discussing Victoria Hislop’s  “The Island”. The Craft Group have been making items for the Pine Lodge Hospice Christmas Coffee Morning.  The scheduled speaker could not come and Mr Hodgson kindly stepped in at the last minute. He helps to run a charity, based in Tiverton, called ‘Devon Aid’, organising projects in Bangladesh, teaching both sewing and agricultural skills, so they can earn money and support their families. We ended the evening singing Christmas music, but not as you know it – ours was a politically correct and Health and Safety version and we went home chuckling.

December was Party Time and Wow!, we CAMEO members know how to party. We were entertained by the ‘Occasional Singers’ from Tiverton followed by a gigantic ‘pass the parcel’ with over 20 prizes. We had home-made soup and hot and cold sweets, all made and served by the committee. Wyn had organised a fantastic Christmas raffle and we ended up with the Hokey Cokey and Auld Lang Syne, a wonderful evening to end a very happy and successful year.  And of course, we would like to wish everyone a Happy Christmas and a peaceful New Year.                                 Betty Penberthy 

Aperitif – French for a set of dentures.
LETTER OF THANKS
Dear Mr Holmes, ‘Lance and the Silvertones’ would like to say a big ‘Thank you’ to everyone who supported their 2nd fundraising charity event, this year being for the Devon Air Ambulance Appeal Fund, at the Village hall on 22nd October, which raised a grand total of £1000

Special thanks go to Phil Hams and Stan Street, local shops and restaurants for their kind donations to the raffle – Tavy Textiles, Halfway House, The Globe Inn, Lloyd Maunder, Halberton Farm Shop, The George, The Poacher’s Pocket, Otter Nurseries, Exeter City Football Club, Peggy’s Pantry, the Old Well Garden Centre, Astra Printing of Cullompton for tickets and posters, Willand Post Office for ticket sales and friends and family for all their help and donations.  Thank you once again to everyone who helped make the evening a great success.                                                       Judith Trevelyan
Parents who give too much to their children
 are only teaching them to take.
MAGIC ROUNDABOUT CONSTRUCTION COMPANY

“Do you think they’ll all come?” queried Dougal.
“Well,” said Florence, “Uncle Hamish has written to say he’s on the horns of a dilemma – it’s a long, expensive journey just for a Christmas get-together, 
and thinks it’s unlikely he’ll come – and he sends his apologies”

“Did you send directions to everyone to get here?” said Dougal.
“Only from our magnificent roundabout.” nodded Florence, “Everyone knows where that is – and I know you banned some of them from staying there because of potential damage to the plants and heathers but they’ve all assured me they will stay here overnight.”

“Good. I hear the cost of an advertising board up there has risen quite considerably.” mused Dougal. “Must be to do with the improved appearance and the cost of maintenance, and we didn’t want any expensive repair bills from that nice man at MDDC. I thought that was a shrewd move on your part, to organise our gathering here. There’s ample overnight accommodation right here in the centre of the village, which will probably suit everyone in this big, empty house, with plenty of space and foraging facilities outside. By the way, what’s happening with the food you’ve laid on?”

“It’s all laid out in the room next door” smiled Florence. “Lots of people in the village have provided nibbles and sandwiches and of course Dylan and Brian have offered to bring their own selection – they have some arrangement with the out- of-date fruit & veg people at Tesco’s. But I heard they’re having a problem with transport, - bus funding or something”.

There was a loud thump on the door. Florence hurried to open it. 

“Hello you two – come on in” said Dougal, as Dylan slid down from Ermintrude’s back. “Did you have a good journey?”

“There are pro’s and con’s of thumbing a lift, man” said Dylan. “It saves the effort, of course, but Health & Safety is something else”.

“No-one else here yet?” said Ermintrude. 
“I know a lot of them are getting a taxi, just in case they couldn’t find the place” said Florence.  “How have you both been getting on? We haven’t seen either of you for ages”.

“I’m much better now” said Dylan. “I’ve moved away from beside the railway and found a lovely little spot just over the boundary into Halberton. It’s so quiet, I have a job getting up in the morning but the local food and veg is delicious, in addition to what I get from Cullompton. My stress problem has long gone – I’m sure it was down to where I lived”.
“I’ve been keeping an eye on him” said Ermintrude. “It’s taken nearly two years but I think he’s back to normal, now – if he ever was normal”

There was another loud – and continuous – banging on the door. Florence ambled over to open it – just to make them wait – and in rushed Brian, Zebedee, and Frank. 

“Lovely to see you all looking so well!” said Dylan.

“You, too, my friend” said Brian. “Now that we’re all here, can we start on the food? I’ve brought my doggy bag – sorry, Dougal – Dylan & I are sharing each other’s”. 

“Come into the other room” said Florence, and they all trooped along behind.

There was the usual scramble to pick up items of food, and only then go looking for a plate but eventually they all settled down on the chairs, except Brian, who felt somewhat vulnerable because of his size.

“Not a lot of work around” said Frank. 

“I know a number of people who’ve been busy going around after you’ve surfaced to collect up the piles of earth”, said Dougal, “but other than some road re-surfacing and patching, no, there isn’t, not for certain, anyway.  I’ve heard there might be some structure, to help pedestrians along South View Road, get to the roundabout area, although judging by the latest estimate of cost, it’s likely to look something like the Forth Bridge…..” 
“How did your ventures” interrupted Florence, “into self-employment work out – has it been successful and profitable?”

“Well”, said Frank, “my highlighting of the holes in the roads seems to have dried up over the past few months but no doubt will re-surface after the cold winter we are supposed to be having, and my ferret friend and I have been in-undated handling Freedom of Information requests for the District Council.”
“I must admit,” said Brian, “after my London Marathon attempt………”
“WHAT????”, said Florence, incredulously.

“It’s true, honest,” said Brian. “Look it up on Google – I was fundraising but didn’t raise enough and got the sack. Now, with my new business, I’m practically unable to cope. After my class win at the Garden Club Annual Show, I’ve been inundated with requests for ‘wildflower meadow’ areas in people’s gardens. My costs are virtually nil and, between you and me, I’m making a fortune.”

“How’s that?” said Dougal, somewhat sceptical.

“Well, it’s my own fault,” said Brian. “I wrote to someone at Devon County Council, offering them an idea to save money. Instead of them clearing all the gutters and pavements of foliage and weeds, I volunteered to do it for free. And they jumped at it. They pass on to me the locations of the complaints they receive. Then, I go along and collect what I term as stock for my business. Every customer I have has freshly retrieved items, which obviously flourish and make exactly what they’re looking for in their gardens. But I’ve never had any requests to clear up any in Willand. Funny, that. Although, that’s not strictly true – they did say there was a bit of a problem with trees obstructing lights on the B3181 but that was too much for my tools.”

“I can help,” said Dylan “I’m excellent at retrieving all sorts of vegetation.”
“I’d have to keep a very close eye on you,” said Brian. “You’d be eating the stock before I ever laid eyes on it – and I’d be paying you at the same time.” 

Zebedee swallowed another huge mouthful, and spluttered “I’ve found myself plenty of work, going round after the Highways people have visited. I’ve been trying to bounce up to the vehicle weight restriction sign they put in the wrong place but I still haven’t managed to remove it. I even tried working nights, but they’ve turned all the lights off.”
“I’ve tried to keep the hedgerows and lower branches tidy,” ruminated Ermintrude, “but there are only so many hours in a day. I’ve applied to be a snow warden - I thought my colour co-ordination, being a Friesian, would make me comparatively inconspicuous, but I’m not sure how many, or where, they’re putting the boxes of grit.  At least it will give me a break from the constant chewing – I’m putting on far too much weight.”

“Well,” said Dougal, “you all seem to be finding things to help keep the wolf from the door, and all for the benefit of the community. The problem with the flooding along the main road seems to have been attended to, so I’m told – blocked drains, or something. You could have helped with that, Frank, instead of mucking about with those down by the churchyard wall.. Anyway, it’s nearly Christmas – let’s look forward to the New Year, be as cheerful as we can and enjoy the rest of the day, Thank you, Florence, for organising all this and thank you all for coming – it’s really good to meet up again”

There was a general chorus of ‘Hear, Hear’ before they all went back for seconds, or in the majority of cases, thirds or fourths                              T.B.C.
(I have been told the problem of flooding outside the Esso garage has been due to the tanker-load of silt and mud which was blocking the road drain between the garage and the motorway bridge. Further work is necessary, because the drain ‘does a right turn’ at the bridge and the Highways people now have to establish where it goes, using an investigative camera. Ed).
Bad spellers of the world, Untie!
WILLAND HISTORY GROUP
At the end of November the History Group enjoyed a successful Exhibition at the Village Hall, with encouraging numbers keeping us busy throughout the two hours.  There were many new faces, including the son of William Clist, the blacksmith and a grandson of Dr Tracey of the Gables.  New items were kindly donated for the Willand Archive and new information and memories were freely given.  For example, we learnt that the first air raid warning system used for Willand during the Second World War was the siren at Cullompton Paper Mills, which could clearly be heard when the weather was right.  We also discovered more about the now demolished Spratford House, which was once located within the complex of buildings that made up the Duchess of Devonshire Dairy (now Skins International) – and the Mr and Mrs Reed who used to live there.  As always, thanks must go to everyone who contributed, helped or came along on the day!
As Willand History Group moves into its second decade and we take stock of past achievements, we are also considering the best way forward.  As part of this we are looking to recruit new members – with any level of experience, interest or commitment. So if you have an interest in Willand and would like to know more; if you would like to pursue your own research into local or family history; if you would like to become part of a community group; if you have fresh ideas about how the Group should proceed or if you just fancy coming along to our meetings for a chat and to swap a bit of Willand gossip – why not get involved?  At the moment we have meetings roughly every 6 weeks.  These are fairly informal and usually held at the home of one of the members.  At these, we bring along new archive material or discuss ongoing and future projects (and invariably catch up on what is currently going on in the village!).  Membership is open to any interested person and there is a small annual subscription of £5 – but before you make your mind up why not come along and see what you think?  All are welcome!!  

The State of Willand’s Roads! (in 1911)
Throughout 1911 there were continual problems relating to Willand’s roads. Commander Arthur Jennings of The Laurels was Willand’s representative on Tiverton Rural District Council – now Mid Devon District Council – and he was forever raising issues such as:  

1) The muddy condition of the road between the Halfway House and Stoneshell Hill where ruts were “very nearly” three inches deep. “The Highway Surveyor said motor cars, especially those with studded wheels, had served the road very badly during the recent weather.” January 1911. 

2) A road traffic accident at Bennetts Corner in Willand, where a motor car had collided with a horse and trap due to slippery road conditions – no damage was done to either. January 1911.

3) The ineffectiveness of Council work done by ‘Number 2 Roller’ to lay stones on Jaycroft lane.  It “appeared as if they had been shovelled on the highway and left as if no roller had been used.” April 1911.

4) A blind corner at Halfway House (at the top of Uffculme Straight) where there had been several narrow escapes.  A warning sign was erected.  April 1911.

5) The dust nuisance caused by traffic on the roads during the record-breaking hot summer, which was so bad that some Willand householders were unable to open their windows.  Perhaps even worse, Halberton were getting their roads tarred to prevent dust problems, but Willand were not – the Duchess of Devonshire Dairy Co. even offered to pay for the road tarring, to no avail.  June-August 1911.  

6) A ‘death-trap’ caused by the height of hedges impairing visibility at the four cross roads at Willand (again at the top of Uffculme Straight, now the ‘Magic Roundabout’).  There was an ongoing discussion as to whether the ‘tenant’ of the offending hedges could cut the hedges, which he was prepared to do, at the Council’s expense – he could not.  August 1911.

Please - think about joining us or coming along to one of our meetings – you won’t regret it! Finally, a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to you all! 
                   James Morrison, 01884 250057 (jamorrison@supanet.com)

AND FINALLY   

There’s just enough room for me to say a very sincere ‘thank you’ to those who contribute emails, letters and snippets of information to create these magazines. It is very much appreciated, certainly by me and makes the Magazine a very popular publication – so I’ve been told. Another sincere ‘thank you’ goes to all the advertisers and of course, the forty residents who deliver copies to every house and flat in the parish, in all weathers, not forgetting ‘herself’, who counts them all into individual deliverer plastic bags. To everyone, have a very Peaceful Christmas and my Best Wishes for the New Year. 
WILLAND DIARY

DECEMBER            
Saturday      17th    Willand Folk Dance Club Dance,  W.V.H.,    8.00pm

Sunday        18th    Whist Drive, Willand Church Hall,                 2.30pm

Tuesday       20th           Willand Rovers Bingo                        W.V.H.,    7.30pm    

Saturday      24th    St. Mary’s Church –    Crib & Christingle       4.00pm
Saturday      24th    St. Mary’s Church  - Midnight Service         11.30pm

Saturday      31st    Folk Dance Club New Year Celeb. W.V.H., 8.00pm

JANUARY 2012
Tuesday       3rd        Willand Rover Bingo                     W.V.H.,    7.30pm
Thursday     5th       CAMEO   ‘Aloe Vera’                  W.V.H.,    7.15pm

Tuesday     10th      Village Hall Bingo                         W.V.H.,    7.30pm

Thursday    12th      Over 60’s Club                              W.V.H.,     2.15pm

Saturday     14th     Folk Dance Club Dance                W.V.H.,     8.00pm

Thursday    12th      Folk Dance Club                           W.V.H.,     7.30pm

Tuesday     17th        Willand Rovers Bingo                   W.V.H.,     7.30pm

Friday        20th      Cowgirl Twisters                           W.V.H.,     7.30pm

Saturday    21st        Ballroom Dancing Social               W.V.H.,     7.30pm

Thursday   26th      Folk Dance Club                            W.V.H.,   

Saturday    28th      Youth Club Bingo                         W.V.H.,     7.30pm

FEBRUARY
Thursday     2nd      CAMEO ‘The Tiverton Horse-drawn Barge   7.15pm
Tuesday      7th        Willand Rovers Bingo                   W.V.H.,    7.30pm

Thursday    9th        Over 60’s Club                               W.V.H.,    2.15pm

Thursday    9th        Folk Dance Club                            W.V.H.,

Friday      10th  CUT-OFF FOR INPUT TO MARCH/APRIL MAG.
Saturday   11th        Over 60’s Coffee Morning            W.V.H.,   10.15am
Saturday   11th       Folk Dance Club Dance                 W.V.H.,    8.00pm

Tuesday    14th        Village Hall Bingo                         W.V.H.,   7.30pm

Saturday   18th         Ballroom Dancing Social                W.V.H.,    7.30pm

Tuesday    21st       Willand Rovers Bingo                    W.V.H.,    7.30pm

Thursday  23rd       Folk Dance Club                             W.V.H.,    7.30pm

Saturday   25th       Youth Club Bingo                          W.V.H.,    7.30pm

STOP PRESS   STOP PRESS   STOP PRESS.  The Willand pharmacy has been sold to an Independent Pharmacist, who will take over on December 22nd,  so it will remain open.  Please call in and pick up a copy of a letter from Jo & Geoff, addressed to all customers, thanking them for their support.  I’m sure we all wish them ‘All the Very Best’ for 2012. . 
THE GRANNY & GRANDPA CARE SERVICE

THIS VOUCHER ENTITLES THE RECIPIENTS TO A MAXIMUM CONTINUOUS PERIOD OF 60 HOURS BABY SITTING / CARING / FEEDING DURING 2012

FOOD AND LIQUID REFRESHMENT MUST BE PROVIDED, PLUS OVERNIGHT ACCOMODATION

IT IS ONLY AVAILABLE FOR USE BY THOSE WITH INITIALS V.B OR C.P.    NO ALTERNATIVES WILL BE PERMITTED.

NOTICE OF INTENTION TO BE PROVIDED AT LEAST 30 DAYS PRIOR TO UTILIZATION
MONETARY VALUE OF VOUCHER – PRICELESS..
